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ted by ariver over which was a 
draw-bridge. This the pegple 
had pulled up, and refused to let 
down: upon which the soldiers 
seized a boat to ferry them over, 
hut the people cut out her bottom. 
Hostilities would. immediately 
have commenced had it not been 
for the interposition of a clergy- 
Man, who represented to the mil- 
itary. on the one hand, the folly 
of opposing such numbers; and to 
the people on the other, that as 
the day was far spent the military 
could not execute their design, so 
that they might, without any fear 
Jeave them in the quiet possession 
ef the draw-bridge. This was 
complied with; and the soldiers 
after having remained some time 
at the bridge, returned without 
executing their orders. | 
The next attempt was attend- 
ed with more serious consequen- 
ces. General Gage, understand- 
ing that a large quantity of amu- 
nition and military stores had been 
collected at Concord, about twen- 
ty miles from Boston, and where [| 
the provincial congress was sit- 
ting, sent a detachment, under the. 
command of colonel Smith and. 
major Pitcairn, to destroy the 
stores: and, as was reported, to 
seize Hancock and Adams, two 
leading men of the congress. 
They set out before day break 
on the nineteenth of April, march- 
ing with the utmost silence, and 
securing every one they met with 
upon the road, that they might 
hot be discovered ; but, notwith- 
Atandiag all their care, the con. 


tinual ringing of bells. and firing 
of guns as they went along, soon. 
gave them notice, that the cour: 
try was alarmed: about five i. 
the morning, they. had reached 
Lexington, fifteen miles from Bos- 
ton, where the militia of the place 
were exercising. A British off- 
cer Called out to them to disperse; 
but asthey still continued in a 
body, he advanced and discharg- 
ed his pistol, and ordered his men 
to fire; who instantly obeyed, and 
killed and wounded several of the 
militia; the detachment then pro- 
ceeded to Concord, where, hay- 
ing destroyed the stores, they 
'were encountered by the Ameri- 
cans; and a scuffle ensued, in 
which several fell on both sides, 
| The purpose of their expedi- 
tion being accomplished, it was 
necessary for the king’s troops to 
retreat, which they did through a. 
continual fire kept upon them 
from Concord to. Lexington. 
Here their ammunition was total- 
ly expended; and they would have . 
been unavoidably cut off, had not 
a_ considerable reinforcement, 
rcommanded by lord Percy, met 
them. The Americans, however, 
‘continued the attack with great 
fury, and galled the British from 
behind stone fences, as. they re 
treated; and had it not been for 
two field-pieces, which lord Perc 
brought with him, the whole de- 
tachment would still have been in. 
‘the utmost danger. 

The impetuosity of the Ameri- 
cans being thus checked, the. 





British made good their retreat 





186 


to Bo ston, with the loss of two 
hou deed and fifty killed & woun- 
di % ihat of the Americans about 
Sixt’ 

The spirits of the Americans 
were raised by this engagement, 
arc 
Jess tormidable 
they ow 
than tre total expulsion of the 
tro: ps from Boston. Ai army of 
twenty thousand men was assem- 
bled; a line of encampment was 
formed from Roxbary to Mystic, 
through a space of about thirty 
miles; snd here they were soon 
after joined by a large body of 
Connecticut troops, under the 
command pf general Putnam, an 
old officer of great bravery and 
experience. By this formidable 
farce was the town of Boston 
shut ap. General Gage, however, 
had sostrongly fortified it, that 
ti: emy, powerful as the, 
wore, feared to make the attack 

But towards the end of May, 
a cousideatle reinforcement hay- 


in their 


ing arrived, with the generals, 
Howe, Burgoyne, and Chaton, 
he was soon enabled to attemp! 


and 
rovincials 
necessary. 


something of consequence; 
this the boast of the p 
secmed tb render 
Some skirmishing, in the mean- 
time, happened in the island ly- 
ing off Boston harbour; in which 
the Americans had the advantage, 
and burnt an armed schooner. 
Nothing dicisive, however, took 
piace, till the seventeenth of June. 
In the neighborhood of Charles- 
town, a place on the northren 
shore, opposite the peninsula on 
which Boston stands, is a high 
ground, caHed Bunker’s-hill, 
which overlooks and commands 
the whole town of Boston. Qn 
the sixteenth, the provincials took 
possession of this place ; and work- 


ed with such indefatigable indus- 
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power of Britain, became 
Vir W 5) 
meditated nothing less | 











try, and, that, to the astonishment 
of their enemies, they bad, before 
day-light, almost completed a _re- 
doubt, with a strong entrenche 
ment, reaching half a mile east: 
ward, as faras the river Mystic. . 
o-—0 


Indian Wars, 











On the 15th a severe engage 
ment took place between a coms 
pany of English cavalry and a- 
bout 300 of the enemy, near Gro 
ton; the latter were not perceiv- 
ed by the former, untilthey were 
within a few paces of them (ihe 
Indians having concealed them- 
selves in the bushes) when sud 
denly issuing forth with a hideous 
yell, the cavalry were thrown in- 
to confusion, but instantly form- 


Ling and charging the enemy with 


great spirit, they flew in every dis 
rection; the cavalry, in attempt- 
ing to pursue them, were o.ce 
more ambushed; the contest row 
became close and severe, the [ne 
dians having succeeded in decoy: 
ing the English into a thick wood, 
attacked them with great fury 
and success. The commander of 
the Enghsh being killed, every 
man sought his own safety; of 
45 of which the company was 
composed, but 12 escaped! ‘The 
loss of the enemy was, however, 
supposed to be much greater. 
On the 13th August a party of 
ladians entered the town of West- 
field, killed and took several of 
the inhabitants prisoners, and 
burnt several houses. Three of 
them soon after made their ap- 
pearance at a house near said 
town and fired at the man at his 
door, who fell; they ran towards. 
him, and one of them stooping to. 
scalp him, he Was saluted by the 
man’s wife, with a stroke from a 


Lbatchet, which went so complete- 
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ly into his body, that at three dif- 
ferent efforts she could not disen- 


gage it, and the Indian made off 


with it sticking in him; a second 
Indian also made an attempt,when 
she. by a well directed stroke 
witha stick she had got, laid him 
on the ground; the third then ran, 
and the other, as soon as he had 
recovered his feet, followed the 
example, on which the woman 
took her husband in her arms and 
carried him into the house, where 
he soon after recovered. 

On the 17th a party of Indians 
commenced an attack on North- 
ampton, but there being a num- 
ber of English soldiers therein 
stationed, the enemy were repul- 
sed. 

On the 20th, a number of the 
inhabitants of Springfield were 
attacked by a party of Indians as 
they were returning from divine 
service, and although the former 
were provided with fire arms, the 
enemy succeeded in making pris- 
oners, of two women and several 
children, whom they soon after is- 
humanly tomahawked and scalp- 
ed; in which situation they were 
the succeedin g day found by a 
party of English sent out in pur- 
suit of the enemy. One of the 
uifortunate women (although 
shockingly mangled) was found 
still alive, and when so far re- 
covered as to be enabled to speak, 
gave the following account of the 
fate of her unfortunate compan- 
ions, to wit: That they were 
first conveyed by the savages tc 
a thick wood, where they were 
severally bound with cords, that 
thé Indians soon after built a fire 
and regaled themselves with 


what they had previbusly stolen 
from the English; that soon after, 
a warm dispute arose betwcen 
them, relative to the prisoners, 
cach claiming the women for their 





. this place, were cut off by the save 





COLUMBIAN HISTORIAN, io” 


that they. at 
length proceeded to blows, and 
after beating each other for some 


squaws (or wives) 


time with clubs, it was agrecd by 
both parties (to prevent furth er 
altercation)that the women shculd 
be put to death, whieh they ba 
they supposed carried imme di, 
ly into execution; the’ u lasted 
nate narrator received a severe 
blow on the head, which brought 
her senceless to the ground, and 
while in this situation, was scalp. 
ed and left for dead by her sav- 
age enemies! 

The inhabitants of Sudbury, 
with a company of soldiers under 
the command of Licut. Jacobs, 
of Marlborough, alarmed at the 
near approach of the enemy (who, 
to the number of about 200, were 
encamped near the plice) resolve 
ed toattack them at niglit, accords 
ingly on the 6th September they 
marched within view ¢éf them, 
and atnight, (as they lay extende 
ed around a large fire) approacte 
ed them unperceived within gune 
shot, when they gave them the’ 
contents of their muskets; many 
of those that remained unhurt, bes 
ing suddenly aroused from their 
samber by the yells of their 
wounded brethren, and imagining 
that they were completély sure 
rounded by the English (whom 
the darkness of the n ight prevente 
ed their seeing) threw themselves 
inte the fire which they had en- 
kindled, and there pe rished; but. 
few if any, escaped. In this at- 
tack the English sustained no 
lose. 

On the 25th, a eonsiderable 
body of the enemy attacked the 
inhabitants of Marlborough, ma ‘Dy 
of whem they killed, ard set fire 
to their houses; a company of 
English who had been ordercd 
from Concord fer the decree off 
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ages and totally destroyed; two 
other companies, despatched from 
Boston, for the like purpose, met 
with the same fate. It appeared 
that the Governor, on learning 
the situation of the unfortunate 
wwhabitants of Marlborough, des- 
patched to their relief two com- 
anies under the command of 
Captains Wadsworth and Smith, 
who, before they arrived at their 
lace of destination, were inform- 
ed that the savages had quit 
Marlborough, and proceeded for 
Sudbury, (12 Miles distant) which 
induced the English to alter their 
course and proceed immediately 
for the latter place.—Of this, it 
appeared, that the enemy had 
been apprised by their runners, 
and had laid a pian to cut them off 
cre they should reach Sudbury, 
which they, in the following man- 
ner completely efiected: Learn- 
ing the course which the English 
would take, they within a few 
rods thereof stationed 50 or 60 of 
their number ip an open field, 
who were ordered to retreat into 
a neighbouring thicket as soon as 
discovered and pursued by the 
English; in this thicket the re- 
mainder of the Indians, to the 
number of about 300, concealed 
themselves by laying prostrate on 
their bellies. ‘he English, on 
their arrival, espying the Indians 
in the field, and presuming them 
to be but few in number, pursued 
and attacked them, who very soon 
retreated to the fatal spot where 
their treacherous brethren lay 
concealed and prepared to give 
their pursucrs a warm if not fatal 
reception; here they were closely 
pursued by the English, who too 
late discovered the fatal snare 
which had been laid for them; in 
an instant they were completely 
surrounded and attacked on all 
sides by the savages; the English 
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for several hours bravely defend: - 
ed themselves, but at length were 
borne down by numbers far supe- 
rior to their own. Thus fell the 
brave Captain Wadsworth, and 
Captain Smith, as well as most of 
the troops under their command. | 
The Indians bordering on the 
river Merrimack, feeling them- 
seives injured by the encroach- 
ments of the English, once more 
resumed the bloody tomahawk, 
which had been buried for a num- 
ber of years. On the lst Novem- 
ber they in a considerable body 
entered the villages of Chelms- 
ford and Woburn, and indiscrim- 
inately put to death every inhabi- 
tant they contained, not sparing 
the infant at the breast. On the 
9th they burnt the house of a Mr. 
Eames, near Concord, killed his 
wife and threw her body into the 
flames, and made captives of his 
children. On the 15th they took 
prisoner a young woman (sixteen 
years of age) who, by the family 
with whom she resided, had been 
placed on a hill in the neighbour- 
hood of their dwelling to watch 
the motions of the enemy; the ace 
count which the young woman 
gave of her capture and escape 
was as follows:—that “on the 
morning of her capture, the fam- 
ily having been informed that a 
party of Indians had the day pre- 
vious been discovered in a neigh- 
boring wood, she (by their request) 
ascended a hiil near the house to 
watch their motions, and alarm 
the family if seen approaching the 
house; that about noon she dis- 
covered a number of them ascend- 
ing the hill in great haste, that 
she immediately thereupon at- 
tempted to evade them by retir- 
ing into a thicket, but that the 
Indians (who it appeared had be- 
fore observed her) found her aftet 
a few moment’s search, and com- 
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‘pelled-er to accompany them to 
their settlement, about 40 miles 
distant; it was here they gave her 


‘¢o understand she must remain 


and become their squaw, and 
dress their victuals; that she re- 
mnained. with ‘them about three 
weeks, during which time they 
made several expeditions against 
the English, and returned with a 
great number of human scalps; 
that on the night of the 6th De- 
eember, they returned with six 
horses, which they had stolen from 
the English, which having turned 
into a small enclosure, tney set 
out on a new expedition; that she 
viewed this as a favourable op- 
portunity to escape, to effect 
which, she caught and mounted 
one of the horses, and making use 
of a strip of bark as a bridle, she 
penetrated a wild and pathless 
wood, and arrived at Concord at 
7 o'clock the morning succeeding, 
having travelled all the preceding 
night to evade the pursuit of the 
enemy !’—TIn like manner did one 
of the children of Mr. Eames (of 
whose capture mention is made in 
the preceding page) escape from 
the Indians, although but ten 
years of age; he travelled sixty 
miles through an uninhabited 
wood, subsisting on acorns. 

On the 12th December a party 
ef Indians attacked and killed 
several of the inhabitants of Brad- 
ford. The Governor of Massa- 
chusetts colony, for the protection 
of the defenceless inhabitants of 
the Merrimack, ordered the rais- 
ing and equipping of four compa 
nies of cavalry, to the command 


_ of which were appointed captains 


Sill, Holyoke, Cutler and Pren- 
tice. 

On the 23d the above troops 
proceeded for the borders of the 
Merrimack, and onthe 26th feil 





commanders. 


the enemy, whom they engaged 
and completely defeated. On the 
4th January, 1679, Captain Pren- 
tice, detached from the main 
body, fell in with and engaged a- 
bout 100 of the enemy in the 
neighborhood of Amherst, whom 
he likewise defeated, but with 
considerable loss on his part. 

On the 6th, a son of the brave 
Captain Holyoke, of Springfield, 
receiving information that a num- 
ber of the ernéniy in small bodies 
were skulking about in the woods 
bordering on that towz, with 26 
resolute. young men marched out 
to attack them; falling in with se 
considerable body of them, an 
engagement cnsued, which, tho” 
severe, terminated at length ig 
favor of the English. The Indis 
ans being furnished with muskets, 
were unwilling to give ground, 
and would probably have remain- 
ed masters of the field; had not: 
the English received a reinforce- 
ment which put them to flights; 
the loss of the English in the en- 
gagement was 5 killed and & 
wounded, and that of the enemy, 
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25 killed, and between 30 and 40 
wounded. 

The savages were no longer 
contined to any particular tribe 
or place, but in parties from 50 
to 300, were scattered all over 
the thinly inhabited parts of Newe 
England. A considerable body 
of them were yet in the neighbor- 
hood of Hadley, Deerfield and 
Northampton, where they were 
continualiy committing their wan- 
ton acts of barbarity. Several of 
the inhabitants of the towns above 
mentioned, duly reflecting on the 
danger to which they and their 
families were daily exposed, forms 
cd themselves into several come 
panies and made choice of their 
On the 4th Feb- 


in. with a considerable body of| ruary, receiving information that 





































































there were near 200 Indians em- 
bodied in aswamp, in the neigh- 
borhood of Deerfield, the above 
mentioned force ma ieee -d to at- 


tack them; arriving within view 


of them about day-break they dis- 
covered them in a profound sleep, 
stretched out upon the ground a- 
round their fire; the cavalry there- 
upon alighted, and after form- 
ing themselves, approached them 
within- pistol shot, before they 
were discovered by the enemy; 
who, being suddeuly aroused from 
their slumber, and astonished at 
the unexpected appearance of so 
many of their enemies, fell an 
Gasy prey to the English, who, 
Without the loss of a man, killed 
¥200f them; the remainder, as 
the only means of escape, having 
plunged into a river,where, proba 
bly many of them perished. 
‘Although the English achieved 
this action without any Toss on 
their part, they were on their re- 
‘urn unhappily ambushed by a 
bout 400 0f theenemy; the ling 
fish, having expended all the 
ammunition in the late engag 
ment, and being much fatigued. 
were now in turn likely to fall a: 
easy prey to their enemies, who, 
with their bloody knives and tom- 
ahawks, for the space of an hour, 
attacked them with the greatest 
euccess; not one of the English, it 
is probable, would have survived 
this bloody and unexpected attack 
had it not been for the presence 
of mind of their brave command- 
er (Captain Holyoke) who by a 
stratagem, sgccecded in saving a 
part o fthem.  C: iptain Holyoke 
bad his horse killed under him, 
and at one time was attacked by 
five of the enemy, whom he beat 
off with hia cutlass. ‘The Joss of 
the English in this unfortunate 
action was 51 killed and 84 
wounded, many of the latter eur- 
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vived the action but a few days; 
the defeat and destruction of the 
English in this engagement wag 
much to be lamented, as among 
the slain were the heads of several 
families, who had volunteered 
their services in defence of theip 
infant settlements. 

On the 10th several hundredg 
of the enemy, encouraged by their 
late success, appeared before Hate 
field and fired several dwelling 
houses without the fortification of 
ihe town; the inhabitants of Had 
ley being seasonably apprised of 
the situation of there bre ihrea at 
Hatteld, a number em voluns 
teered their services and BS asbetiel 
iotheir relief. The Indians. «ag 
er were accustomed to do on 

e approa ach of the English, lay 
dat on their bellies autilthe late 
er had advanced within bow-shot, 
vhea partly rising, they discliarg- 
‘d ashower of arrows among them, 
which wounded several af the 
Moglish; but they having wisely 
reserved their fire, now in turn 
levelled their pieces with the best 

+ffect before the savages had time 
to recover their legs, about 300 
£ whom were instantly despatch 
d and the remainder dispersed. 

Qathe 15th Febraary, the Gove 
ernor of Massachusetts colony, 
receiving iiformation that the 
[udians were collecting in great 
aumbers under the immediate 
guidance of Philip, near Brook- 
field, despatched Captain Houche 
man, with S0 men to dislodge 
them; who, proceeded fist te 
Hadicy, was joined by a comp :ay 
of cavalry from Hartford. On 
the 20ih they discovered and at- 
tacked a party of Indians near 
Lancaster; they killed fifty of 
them, and took between fifty aud 
sixty of their squaws and children 
prisoners. Captain Heochmang 


jon his way to Brooklield, discov 
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ered the dead bodies of several 
of is countrymen half consumed 
by fire, who it appeared had a 
few days previous, fallen victims 
to the wanton barbarity of the 
gavages. 

The scattered remains of the 
enemy being now so complete ly 
harrassed and driven from place 
to place by the English, a num- 
te of them resorted to the west- 
eri country, then inhabited by 
the Mohawks; but the latter be- 
ing on friendly terms with the 
English and Dutch, who were 
Settling among them, were un- 
willicg to harbor their enemies, 
and c. ousequently attacked a cou- 
Siderable body of them on the dt), 
March; the engagement Was a 
Severe one—the fugitive lndians 
beivg furnished with fire-arms, 
repelled the attack of the Mo- 
hawks with a becoming spiril, 
but were at length overp»wered 
and completely defeated; the loss 
on both sides were very great. 

Ov the 30th, the Indians took 
a Mr. Willet prisoner, near Swat. 
ay and afier cutting off. his nos: 
and ears, set him at liberty!— 
Oa the 22d: they made prisoner: 
of the family of a Mr. Barney, of 
Rehoboth, consisting of himself. 
wife and six children; two of the 
youngest of the latter they killed 
aud scalped, and threw their man- 
gled bodies to their dogs to de- 
vour! 

On the 28th, a negro man who 
bad been for several mouths a 
Prisoner among the savages, esca- 
ped from them and returned to 
the English, to whom he gave the 
‘following information, to wit 
that the enemy were concerting 


a plan to attack Taunton, and 


the villages adjacent; that for 
this purpose there were then em- 
bodied near Worcester, 1000 of 


them, at the head of whom was 
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Philip, and that near one hundred 
of them were furnished with fire- 
arins; that.a few days previous to 
his escape, a scouting partly ar- 
rived and brought in with them 
two prisoners and three human 
scalps! To frustrate the inten- 
tions of the enemy, the Governor 
of Massachusetts colony despatches 
ed three companies of cavalry for 
the defence of Taunton. 

The English of 


led with the enemy since the de- 
struction of the Pequots, were 
not unwilling to afford their breth- 
ren all the assistance possible in 
a protracted and bleody war 
with the common en ery 5 ; they 
j accordingly fursished three com 
panies of cayairy, who, ae a com 
mand of the expericnced Major 
Calcott, on the 5th Apri! proceed- 
ed to the westward in search of 
the enemy. On the 11th they fel! 
in with, attacked and defeated a 
considerable body of them—ap- 
parently, by the special direction 
of divine Providence, Major ‘Lal- 
colt arrived in the neighborhoo id 
of Hadley in time to preserve the 
towu, and save its inhabitants 
from total destruction!—The say- 
ages, to the number of 500, were 
onthe eve of commencing an at- 
tack when they were met by the 
Major, with the troops under his 
command; this uaexpected relief, 
animating the fold; inhabitants 
which the town contained, they 
hastened to the assistance of tt 1¢ 
cavalry, who at this moment were 
seriously engaged with the whole 
body of the enemy. ‘The savag- 
es having gained some signal ad- 
vantages, victory, for a consideras 
ble time, appeared likely to de- 
cide in their favour; fortunately, 
the inbabitanis of Kiadley, having, 
for their defence afew weeks pre- 
vious, procured from Doston am 
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colony, although but litthe tioube 
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eight-pounder, it was at this criti- 
cal period loaded by the women, 
and being mounted, was by 
conveyed to the English, which 
{being charged with small shot, 
nails, &c.) was by the latter dis- 
charged with the best effect upon 
the enemy, who, immediately 
thereupon, fled in every direc- 
Thus it was that the Eng- 
lish ina great measure, owed the 


“Preservation of their lives to the | 


unexampled heroism of a few wo- 


“men! 
The Governor and Council of ' 


the United Colonies, taking un- 
der serious 
miraculous escape of the inhabi- 
tants of Hadiey from total de- 
struction, and the recent success 
of ine arms ofthe English in va- 
Ficus parts of the country, apoint- 
ed ihe 27th day of August, 1679, 
to be observed throughout 
the Colonies as a day of 
Public Thanksgiving and Praise to 
Autmicnty Gop; ‘This, it may be 
well to observe, was the com- 
mencement of an annual custom 
of cur forefathers, which to the 
present day is so religiously ob- 
served by their descendants thro’- 
eut the New-England states. 

On the 3d September, the Con- 
Mecticut troops under command 
ef Major Talcott and Captains 
Dennison and Newbury, proceed- 
ed to Narragansect in guest of 
the enemy, who, to the nuinber of 
300, had been discovered ina 
piece of woods. The English 
were accompanied by their faith- 
ful friend Qneco, with 100 Mo- 
hegans under his command. In 
the evening of the 5th they dis- 
covered the savages en chiaped at 
the foot of a steep hill, on which 
Major ‘Talcott ‘made arrange- 
menis for an attack. The Mo- 
hegans were ordered by a cir- | 
“uitious route to ; vain the summit | 


them | 


j 
| ments with the 
| 
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of the hill to prevent the flight os 
the enemy; two companic: of 
cavalry were ordered to flank 

them on the right and left, while 

Major Talcott, with a company of 
foot, stationnd himself in their 
rear. Having thus disposed of 
his forces, a signal was given by 
the Major, for the Mohegans to 
‘commence the attack, which they 
did, and with such spirit (accom- 
panied by their savage yells) that, 

had the enemy been renowned 
for their valour, they must havc 
been, to the highest degree, ap-. 


| palling at so unexpected an on- 
consideration the? 


set!—After contending a few mo- 
Mohegans, the 

enemy were attacked on the ‘right 
and left by the cavalry, who, with 
their cutlasses made great havock 
among them; ; they were, however, 

unwilling to give ground until 
they had lost nearly one half their. 
number, when they attempted a 
flight to a swamp in their rear, 
but here they were met by Major 
Talcott, with the company of foof, 
who gave them so warm a recep- 
tion that they once more fell back 
upon the Mohegans, by whom 
they were very soon overpowered, 
and would have been totally de- 
stoyed, had not Major Talcott 
humanely interfered in their be- 
half, and made prisoners of the 
few that remained alive; among 
the latter was their leader, a 
squaw, commonly termed the 
queen ‘of Narrag: inset; and among 
them an active young fellow who 
begged to be delivered unto the 
Mobegans, that they might put 
him to death in their own way, 
and sacrifice him to their cruel 
genius of revenge, in which they 
so much delighted! The English 
although naturally averse to acts. 
of savage barbarity, were not in 
this instance unwilling to comply. 
I vith the voluntary, although whe. 











